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Below is a letter sent to Seamus McCauley by Laura Trott (the Conservative
candidate) and Mr. McCauley’s reply.

26th November 2019
Dear Laura
Thank you for your letter of 25th November, it was a pleasure to hear from you. I hope you
have been enjoying your visit to Sevenoaks. We were sorry to have missed you at last
night’s climate hustings in Otford but I sympathise with your reluctance to defend in public
ten years of Conservative government inaction on the climate emergency or a manifesto
that contains no credible acknowledgement of the scientific consensus that we must
address that emergency now.
The three and a half years that a succession of Conservative leaders have wasted since
the referendum have offered me ample time to lay out my Brexit position to the voters of
Sevenoaks, but I appreciate your kind offer of an opportunity to do so again. To answer
your specific questions:
1. It will be entirely appropriate that when the incoming Labour government puts a Brexit
vote back to the people, Prime Minister Jeremy Corbyn retains his neutrality as our
government brings the country back together.
2. The Labour Party will resolve Brexit once and for all by negotiating a fair exit deal with
the EU that prioritises jobs, workers’ rights and the environment, and then putting that deal
back to the voters in a confirmatory referendum.
3. My own pledge to campaign in the subsequent referendum in favour of remain is a
matter of longstanding public record and I am proud to reiterate that intention here.
4. No doubt your own party hopes, and perhaps even expects, to secure a majority
government at the election on December 12th rather than another coalition with the Liberal
Democrats or de facto coalition with the DUP. Such is, of course, also the Labour Party’s
plan and intention.
While it is apparent how important the catchphrase “get Brexit done” must be to your party
from its appearance no fewer than 23 times in your manifesto and five in your letter, it was
refreshing to hear Nicky Morgan admit on Radio 4 only yesterday morning that the
withdrawal agreement is just the first step of the Brexit process. All it would “get done” is
the opening of years negotiations with our nearest friends and neighbours for a deal
substantially worse than the one we already enjoy.
It is my pleasure to end our correspondence on a note of agreement. The incoming Labour
government will end ten years of crippling austerity, resolve the Brexit deadlock, invest in
our public services, create hundreds of thousands of new jobs through our green industrial
revolution, save the NHS from creeping privatisation and take the first steps to tackle the
climate emergency. I trust you will join me in supporting this vision of hope and
regeneration to unlock our country’s potential.
Yours sincerely
Seamus McCauley

